
PLSF Application & Employer 
Certifications
How do I apply for PSLF?

Step 4

Navigating the Road to Public Service Loan Forgiveness
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Overview

STEP 4 Apply for PSLF - Submit Employer Certifications Annually

STEP 3 Consolidate Loans (FFEL, Perkins, Parent Plus), If Necessary

STEP 2 Determine Student Loan Type

STEP 1 Identify Qualified Public Employers



Before you 
begin STEP 4, 
you’ll need…

FSA ID and Password

Employer 
Identification 
Numbers (EIN)

Employment Dates 
(Start & End)



Annual Certification

Why Should You 
Certify Your 
Employment 

Annually?

To help track your progress toward qualifying for PSLF, 
you should submit the PSLF form annually or when you 
change employers. It will make it much easier once you 
are ready to apply for forgiveness after 10 years of 
employment in public service!

If you do not submit the PSLF form with your 
employment certification annually, then at the time you 
apply for forgiveness, you will be required to submit 
employment certification for each employer you worked 
for while making the required 120 qualifying monthly 
payments.



www.studentaid.gov

Log into the Federal Student Aid website



Click “Loan Forgiveness” → “PSLF”



Fill Out and Submit the PSLF Form
Use online PSLF Help Tool or Download PDF Application



1.  PSLF Help Tool
Click “Start” to begin



Review employment history and add employers if necessary



Loan Tips
Read about PSLF waiver that expired October 31, 2022



Application Details
Select answer to “120 qualifying payments” question

(If uncertain, select “No”)



Complete/update personal information if necessary



Review & Save



Download PSLF Help Tool Form
Click “Download the PSLF Application Form



Print → Borrower Sign → Employer Sign → Submit



2. PDF Application and Certification
Click “Download the PSLF form”



PDF Certification & Application Form
Borrower to complete Sections 1 & 2

(Personal information and PSLF status request)



PDF Certification and Application
Borrower to complete Section 3

(Employer information)



PDF Certification and Application
Employer to complete and sign Section 4



www.AFSCME.org

Additional Student Debt Resources
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